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CEDITORS: FOR BROADCAST PRIOR TO THE RUNNING OF THE BELMONT 
STAKES, JUNE 10TH.) 


THIS SATURDAY, JUNE 10TH, THE THIRD AND FINAL JEWEL OF THE 
TRIPLE CROWN WILL BE CONTESTED IN BELMONT, NEW YORK, WITH 


THE RUNNING OF THE BELMONT STAKES. 


HERE, NOW, WITH A PREVIEW OF THE 1978 BELMONT STAKES, THE 


THIRD JEWEL OF THE TRIPLE CROWN, IS VOA'S ---~----------- * 


A HANDSOME CHESTNUT COLT, "AFFIRMED," HAS ALREADY WON THE 
KENTUCKY DERBY AND THE PREAKNESS. DEVOTEES OF THE SPORT OF 
KINGS WILL BE FOLLOWING THE BELMONT STAKES TO SEE IF THIS 
THREE YEAR OLD THOROUGHBRED WILL BECOME THE ELEVENTH HORSE IN 


MORE THAN A CENTURY TO WIN ALL THREE RACES. 


JUST AS "SEATTLE SLEW" WON THE TRIPLE CROWN JUST LAST YEAR, 
"AFFIRMED" NOW HAS THE DISTINCT POSSIBILITY OF HAVING HIS 


ILLUSTRIOUS NAME ENTERED IN "THE GUINESS BOOK OF RECORDS." 


THERE HAS NEVER, EVER BEEN BACK-TO-BACK WINNERS OF THE 


TRIPLE CROWN, 


THE BELMONT, OF COURSE, IS THE LONGEST OF ALL THREE RACES... 
A MILE AND-ONE-HALF (12 FURLONGS, AT LEAST TWO FURLONGS 


LONGER THAN THE DERBY OR THE PREAKNESS.) 


CAN "AFFIRMED" STAY THAT DISTANCE? WILL HIS PRINCIPAL RIVAL, 
"ALYDAR," WHO WAS SECOND TO HIM IN BOTH THE DERBY AND THE 
PREAKNESS, PASS HIM IN THE STRETCH AND BEAT HIM TO THE 


WIRE? OR, WILL SOME RANK OUTSIDER SUDDENLY WAKE UP AND HIT 


VOICE: 


CCONT'D) 
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THE FINISH LINE AHEAD OF THE REST OF THE FIELD? 


A REMARKABLE EIGHTEEN YEAR OLD JOCKEY, STEVEN CAUTHEN, THE 
YOUNG MAN WHO GUIDED "AFFIRMED" TO VICTORY IN HIS LAST TWO 
RACES, AND WHO WILL RIDE HIM IN THE UPCOMING BELMONT STAKES, 
TALKED WITH US IN THE JOCKEY'S QUARTERS AT BELMONT PARK 


ABOUT HIS MOUNT'S CHANCES IN THIS SATURDAY'S CLASSIC. 


TAPE: CUT ONE -- CAUTHEN 


VOICE: 


"HE'S A VERY GOOD HORSE. YOU NEVER KNOW FOR SURE HOW A 
HORSE WILL REACT TO THE DISTANCE UNTIL YOU TRY HIM, BUT, 
I'M CONFIDENT IN HIS ABILITY. HE'S A VERY GAME HORSE. : 
HE ALWAYS DIGS IN. HE'S A REAL COMPETITOR. WHEN THE GOING 
GETS TOUGH, HE'S STILL TRYING," 


LISTENING TO STEVE CAUTHEN, ONE GETS THE IMPRESSION THAT 


THERE IS A STRONG BOND BETWFEN THIS RIDER AND HIS HORSE. 


TAPE: CUT TWO -~- CAUTHEN 


VOICE: 


APE: 


"HE'S VERY SMART. HE'S A VERY INTELLIGENT ANIMAL. HE'S THE 
SMARTEST HORSE I'VE EVER BEEN AROUND. THINGS DON'T BOTHER 
HIM, HE'S NOT ERRATIC AT ALL, AND WHEN IT COMES DOWN TO THE 
TIME FOR A RACE, HE SELDOM MAKES ANY MISTAKES." 

THE AVERAGE SPAN BETWEEN TRIPLE CROWN CHAMPIONS HAS BEEN 
ABOUT TWENTY YEARS, HOWEVER, IN 1973, "SECRETARIAT" DID IT. 
THEN, JUST LAST YEAR, "SEATTLE SLEW" DUPLICATED THAT FEAT. 
NOW, ONE YEAR LATER, "AFFIRMED" HAS A SHOT AT THE TRIPLE 


CROWN, 


HOW CAN ONE ACCOUNT FOR THIS? CAN IT BE THERE IS A LACK OF 


COMPETITION AMONG RECENT CLASS HORSES? 


=- CA 


"THIS YEAR I CAN'T SAY THE COMPETITION ISN'T GOOD BECAUSE 
"ALYDAR' CMAIN RIVAL) IS A VERY GOOD HORSE. WHO KNOWS IN 
WHAT YEARS A TRIPLE CROWN WINNER WILL COME ALONG? 


TAPE: 


VOICE: 
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CONT'D 
HE C'AFFIRMED') HASN'T WON IT YET. BUT, SUPPOSE HE DOES. 
HE MIGHT WIN IT THIS YEAR AND THERE MIGHT NOT BE ANOTHER 
ONE CTRIPLE CROWN WINNER) FOR FIFTY YEARS ... TEN YEARS ... 
TWENTY YEARS. WHO KNOWS?" 
WHEN A THOROUGHBRED WINS A RICH RACE, ONE SUCH AS THE 
UPCOMING BELMONT STAKES, THE OWNER, TRAINER AND JOCKEY 


RECEIVE A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY. 


WE ASKED STEVE CAUTHEN HOW THE WINNING HORSE IS REWARDED. 


TAPE: CUT FOUR ~~ CAUTHEN 


VOICE: 


"AS FAR AS WHAT THEY GET OUT OF IT ... IF THEY'RE A VERY 
GOOD HORSE ... A GOOD HORSE GETS TURNED OUT TO STUD. SO, 
THEY HAVE A VERY GOOD LIFE." 
EIGHTEEN YEAR OLD JOCKEY, STEVE CAUTHEN, WITH SOME 
OBSERVATIONS ON THIS SATURDAY'S BELMONT STAKES, THE THIRD 
AND FINAL JEWEL OF THE TRIPLE CROWN OF HORSE RACING, 

# # # 


RK/RTD 


